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Lesson 1 

Pihouit n>ws 
Definite and Indefinite Articles 

Nien,ai n>cwoun ouoh n>atcwoun 
 

(1) Indefinite Articles: "a" 
 

Singular Ou 
Plural han 

 
Example: 1) The Offeratory 
Ouwou1

 nem2
 outaio3 

:
 outaio nem ouwou: 

n>]panagia4
 t>riac5

 V*iwt6
 nem P*s/ri7

nem Pipneuma8
 e>youab9

. Ouhir/n/10
 nem 

oukwt11
 e>jen12 ]oi>13 m>mauatc14

 e>youab 
n>kayolik/15

 n>apoctolik/16
 n>ekk>l/cia17

n>te18
 V*nou] 19

 : am/n. 

Glory and honor, honor 
and glory, to the All-holy 
Trinity, the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Peace and edification to the 
one, only, holy, catholic, 
and apostolic church of 
God. Amen. 

 
Word Analysis 

  Coptic word Meaning Grammatical analysis 
1 Ou 

wou 
A 
Glory 

Indefinite article, singular. 
Noun, masculine. 

2 nem And/with Joins nouns. 
3 Ou 

Taio 
A 
Honor 

 
Noun, masculine. 

4 n> 
panagia 

Of 
All holy (G) 

Short form of  n>te 

5 t>riac Trinity (G)  
6 V* 

Iwt 
The 
Father 

Definite article, masculine, singular. 
Noun. 

7 P* 
S/ri 

The 
Son 

Definite article, masculine, singular. 
 

8 Pi 
Pneuma 

The 
Spirit 

Definite article, masculine, singular. 

9 Ey 
Ouab 

That 
Holy, pure, saint 

Relative pronoun. 
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10 Ou 
Hir/n/ 

A 
Peace (G) 

Indefinite article, singular. 
Noun, feminine. 

11 Ou 
Kwt 

A 
to build  

Indefinite article, singular. 
Verb. 

12 e>jen To, on, onto Preposition. 
13 ] 

oui>> 
The 
One 

Definite article, feminine, singular. 
Feminine. 

14 m>mauatc Alone, single Third person, adjective. 
15 n> 

Kayol/k/ 
 
Catholic, 
universal 

Adjective article. 
Greek word. 

16 n> 
Apoctol/k/ 

 
Apostolic 

Adjective article. 
Greek word. 

17 n> 
Ekkl/cia 

 
Church 

Adjective article. 
Greek word. 

18 n>te Of  
19 V* 

Nou] 
The 
God 

Definite article, masculine, singular. 
 

 

 

Example 2) Psalm 148- the forth canticle 
  

Han1qelsiri2 nem hanparyenoc3
 

a^l̂: hanqelloi4 nem hanalwoui >5
Young men and virgins alleluia, 
elders and boys. 

 

Word analysis 
 
1 han 

qelsiri 
Indefinite article, plural 
Young men 

2 paryenoc Virgins 
3 a^l̂ Alleluia, short form 
4 qelloi Elders 
5 alwoui > Boys, irregular plural 
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(2) Definite Articles: "The" 
 

Singular 
masculine 

Pi p> v* the 

Singular feminine ] t> y> the 
Plural Ni nen  the 

 
 

1- Singular Masculine 
 

pi p> v* 
the 

 
Example: Doxology of the Lady Virgin: 
 
 
Kata1 v>r/]2 etafjoc3 : n>je4 
Dauid5 qen6 pi'almoc7 : je8 
acohi e>ratc9 n>je10 ]ourw11 : ca 
oui>nam12 m>mok13 p>ouro14. 

As in the likeness that was said : by 
David in the Psalms : the queen 
stood : at Thine right hand O (the) 
King. 

 
Word Analysis 

# Coptic 
Word 

Meaning Grammatical Analysis 

1 kata As  
2 v> 

r/] 
The 
Likeness/manner 

Definite article, singular, masc. 

3 etafjoc Which he said  
4 n>je  Sign of the subject 
5 Dauid David Pronoun 
6 qen In Preposition 
7 pi 

'almoc 
The  
Psalms 

Definite article, singular, masc. 

8 je For  
9 acohi 

e>ratc 
Stood Simple past tense 

10 n>je  Sign of the subject 
11 ] 

ourw 
The 
Queen 

Definite article, singular, fem. 
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12 Ca 
oui>nam 

Side 
At the right hand 

 

13 m>mok Thine  
14 p> 

ouro 
The  
King 

Definite article, singular, masc. 

 
 

2- Singular Feminine 
 

] t> y> 
the 

 
Example: 

    The Theotokia of Sunday, Part (8) 
    }yeo>tokia> m>p>e>hoou n>]kuriak/ (8) 

 

  <ere ne Maria : p>tajro n>Iwb 
piy>m/i : ,̂ê : piw>ni n>anam/i : ,̂ê: 
y>mau m>pimenrit : ,̂ê: t>seri 
m>p>ouro Dauid. 
 
 
  ,̂ê : ]s>veri n>Colomwn : ,̂ê:  
p>[ici n>nidikeon : ,^ê : p>oujai  
n>?*ca/>ac : ,^ê : p>tal[o n>Ieremiac. 

   Hail to you O Mary, the stability 
of Job the righteous, Hail…., the 
precious stone, Hail …, the mother 
of the Beloved, Hail…, the daughter 
of King David. 
 
   Hail …, the friend of Solomon,  
Hail ...,the exaltness of the 
righteous, Hail…, the salvation of 
Isaiah, Hail…,The healing of 
Jeremiah. 

 
 
 

Word Analysis 
 

1 <ere Hail to  Greek  
2 ne You second person, feminine, singular 
3 Maria Mary  
4 p> 

tajro 
The 
Stability 

definite article, masculine, singular 

5 n> 
Iwb 

Of 
Job 

 

6 pi The definite article, masculine, singular 



 

 - 5 - 

 

 
 

y>m/i Righteous 
7 ,e Hail to short form of  <ere ne Maria 
8 Pi 

w>ni 
The 
Stone 

definite article, masculine, singular 

9 n> 
Anam/i 

 
Precious 

adjective article 

10 y> 
mau 

The 
Mother 

Definite article, feminine, singular 
--- 

11 m> 
pi 
menrit 

Of 
The 
Beloved 

--- 
definite article, masculine, singular 
--- 

12 t> 
seri 

The 
Daughter 

definite article, feminine, singular 
noun 

13 m> 
p> 
ouro 

Of 
The 
King 

-- 
definite article, masculine, singular 
noun 

14 Dauid David proper name 
15 ] 

s>veri 
The 
Friend 

definite article, feminine, singular 
noun 

16 n> 
Colomwn 

Of 
Solomon 

preposition 
proper name 

17 p> 
[ici 

The 
Exaltation 

definite article, masculine, singular 
noun 

18 n> 
ni 
dikeon 

Of 
The 
Righteous 

preposition 
definite article, plural 
Greek 

19 p> 
oujai 

The 
Salvation 

definite article, masculine, singular 
noun 

20 n> 
?*ca/>ac 

Of 
Isaiah 

preposition 
proper name 

21 p> 
tal[o 

The 
Healing 

definite article, masculine, singular 
noun 

22 n> 
Ieremiac. 

Of 
Jeremiah 

preposition 
proper name 
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3- Plural  
 

Ni nen
the 

 
Example 1) The Intercessions   

   

Hiten1
 nip>recbia2 n>te ]yeotokoc3

e>youab Maria: P*[oic4 arih>mot5 nan6

m>pi,w7
 e>bol n>te8 nennobi9. 

 

Through the intercessions of 
the mother of God, St. Mary, 
O Lord, grant us the 
forgiveness of our sins. 

 
Word Analysis 

 
1 Hiten Through   
2 ni 

p>recbia 
The 
Intercession 

definite article, plural 
Greek 

3 ] 
yeotokoc 

The 
Mother of God 

definite article, feminine, singular 
Greek 

4 P* 
[oic 

The 
Lord 

definite article, masculine, singular 

5 arih>mot Please make favor verb, imperative mode 
6 nan to us first person, plural pronominal 
7 m> 

pi 
,w e>bol 

-- 
the 
forgiveness 

sign of the object 
definite article, masculine, singular 
noun 

8 n>te Of  
9 nen 

nobi 
Our 
Sin 

first person, plural possessor 

 

 

 Example 2) The exposition of the First Canticle. 
 

Varaw> nem nefharma : auwmc 
e>pec/t : nens/ri m>Piĉl̂ : 
auerjinior m>v>iom. 

Pharoah and his chariots: sank 
down: the children of Israel: crossed 
the sea. 
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Word analysis 

1 Varaw  Pharoah  
2 nem And  
3 nefharma his chariots  
4 auwmc Sank Verb, simple past tense. 
5 epec/t Down  
6 nen 

s/ri 
The 
Children 

Definite article, plural. 

7 m> 
piĉl̂ 

Of 
Israel 

 

8 auerjinior Crossed Verb, simple past tense. 
9 m> 

v> 
iom 

 
The 
 Sea 

Sign of the object. 
Definite article, singular, 
masculine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


