Lesson Twelve
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Syllables

The Coptic word may consist of one or more syllables.

Types of syllables:

1. Open syllable which ends with a vowel : e.g. & : Place

2. Closed syllable which ends with a consonant :
e.g. WYW : toread

A syllable is a part of a word which consist of :

1. A vowel

2. Two vowels compounded into one sound (&1I).
3. Consonant and a vowel.

4. Consonant with jinkim (l‘T).
5. Consonant and a compound sound ((P&I).

6. More than one consonant and a vowel (WOL™T : three {3}).

Dividing the word into syllables facilitates reading.

Examples :

1) Two syllable word : Ba|}<| . City

2) Three syllable word : 9o |Na|xoc : monk

3) Four syllable word : !‘.Q|(D|PH|‘1' . like, as

4) Five syllable word : 6‘6‘|?x0|§'H‘nG|NOC . blessed

Exercise: Divide the following words into syllables and write them:

1. WAPT¥POC 6.8€0C

2.CTA%¥POC 7. M€ TUAPTYPOC
3.€60%vaB 8. &PXH

4. THIXPICTOC 9. 3T TEAOC

5. 16POPCAAHN 10. MEYATTEAICTHC



